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Birds of the  
Sierra Nevada
Their Natural History, Status, and Distribution

EDWARD C. BEEDY, EDWARD R. PANDOLFINO,  

AND KEITH HANSEN

“It is rare that a reference book invites you to simply sit down and 
read, and this is such a book.”
David Allen Sibley, author and illustrator of The Sibley Guide to Birds

“With deep insights into the natural history, seasonal occurrence, and 
changing status of all the birds in the range, enhanced by beautiful 
illustrations, this is a monumental work that will be consulted and 
admired for decades to come.”
Kenn Kaufman, author of the Kaufman Field Guide to Advanced Birding

“The product of over fifteen years of research and painting, this 
is a magnificent resource for all who love the mountains and the 
biodiversity within them.”
John Muir Laws, author and illustrator of The Laws Field Guide to the 

Sierra Nevada

“I strongly recommend this book, not just for those visiting the 
Sierra Nevada, but for birders and ornithologists throughout North 
America.”
Peter Pyle, author of the Identification Guide to North American Birds

This beautifully illustrated and user-friendly book presents the most up-to-

date information available about the natural histories of birds of the Sierra 

Nevada, the origins of their names, the habitats they prefer, how they 

communicate and interact with one another, their relative abundance, and 

where they occur within the region. Each species account features original 

illustrations by Keith Hansen. It also includes a glossary of terms, detailed 

maps, and an extensive bibliography with over 500 citations.

Edward C. Beedy was a co-author of Discovering Sierra Birds and has authored 
numerous technical publications and articles on Sierra birds. 

Edward R. Pandolfino is President of the Western Field Ornithologists and 
Regional Editor for Northern California for the North American Birds.

Keith Hansen is a professional bird artist who illustrated Discovering Sierra Birds, 
Distributional Checklist of North American Birds, Birds of Yosemite and the East 
Slope, California Wild Lands, A Guide to the Nature Conservancy Preserves, and 
The Natural History of the Point Reyes Peninsula, among other books.

448 pages, 293 color illlustrations, 1 black and 
white photo, 1 line illustration
ISBN 978-0-520-27493-8   $75.00 cloth
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